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May 30, 2014

IHinos Ligquor Controf Commuission
Attn: Mr Richard Haymaker

108 West Randolph, Suite 7-801
Chicago, IL 60601

Dear Mr. Haymaker:

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the Commission’s proposed Rules. These comments
are submitted jointly by the Associated Beer Distributors of Winois and the lllinois Craft
Brewers Guild. One proposed rule in particular gives the Associated Beer Distributors of lHinois
and the Hinois Craft Brewers Guild concem as it pertains to Brew Pubs.

Proposed Section 100.440 fimits the amount of beer a brew pub may sell to licensed distributors.
In the 90™ General Asscrubly, House Bill 679 (P.A. 90-432) was signed into law on August 16,
1997 It became effective on January 1, 1998. The delineated portion reflects the changes made
by the General Assembly to Scction 5-1(n) of the Liquor Coatrol Act:

{n} A brew pub license shall allow the licensee to manufacture beer only on the premises
specified in the license, to make sales of the beer manufactured on the premises to importing
distributors, distributors, and to non-licensees for use and consumption, to store the beer
upon the premises, and to sell and ofFer for sale at retail from the licensed premises,
provided that a hrew pub licensee shall not scil for off-premises consumption more than

50,000 gallons per year.

This change was made at the request of Scott Archer, who at the time owned the Walter Payton
Roundhouse in Aurora. Mr. Archer asked for specific language to allow his brew pub the
opportunity to scll beer “to go” in the form of growlers, and six-pack bottles. ABDI specifically
asked him how much beer his brew pub manufactured at that thne. Mr. Archer stated that it
manufactured 50,000 gallons. ABDI included that amount in the legislation to allow his brew
pub to sell that amount for carryout purposes. At no time did it intend to limit the amount a brew
pub could manufacture or sell to a licensed distributor or importing distributor. This agreement
was reached by ABDI, Scott Archer, Representative Kay Wojcik (R-Rosell) and Anne Treonis
{Liquor Control Commission attorney). We think you will agree, once the Commission reads the
bill’s history and the amendment that was incorporated in the bill, that the added language “from
the licensed premises, provided that a brew pub licensee shall not sell for off-premises
consumption more than 50,000 gallons per year” applies to the “sale at retail” and not to the sale
of the beer manufactured and sold to distributors or importing distnbutors or to the amount a

brew pub can manufaciure.
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